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handling and plant engineering, our technologi-
cal expertise will naturally be a key factor here. 

 Turning to gas upgrading: Germany is lagging 

behind its own goals for CO
2
 reduction at the 

moment. One of the main reasons for this is the 

high volume of traffic on German roads. Is there 

a solution?  

The answer, again, is flexibility – on the part of 
the Government. While Germany also acknowl-
edges the advantages of bio CNG (compressed 
natural gas) as a carbon-neutral fuel, progress 
in developing the necessary infrastructure has 
been sluggish to date. We’ve actually had a lot of 
success here with our customer Shandong Minhe 
Biological Scitech Co. Ltd – albeit in China. Our 
customer’s recently installed CNG plant com-
presses the biomethane from around 13.5 bar 
to 200 bar in a CNG tube trailer for delivery to a 
CNG filling station. 

Back in Germany, natural gas and biomethane 
account for just 0.35% of domestic fuel sales. We 
need to do better here! There is hope, however, 

A CNG filling 
station on 
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Flexibility is the name  
of the game 
As a technology leader, EnviTec Biogas sets standards in markets 
across Europe. Backed by the economic powerhouse of its in-house 
operations, EnviTec impresses international customers with its 
‘Made in Germany’ quality. But what does the future hold in store 
for the biogas allrounder?  
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 After conquering the domestic sector, EnviTec 

continues to make inroads in foreign markets. 

Mr von Lehmden – what are the company’s key 

strengths and how has EnviTec managed time 

and again to be a trendsetter?  

Our sustained success story can certainly be 
attributed to the flexibility of our employees 
and our broad-based portfolio. You need broad 
shoulders to bear the harsh realities of markets 
right now – and we have them! And once again, 
our achievements in 2016 were something to be 
proud of.

 Mr Fischer, what challenges is EnviTec Biogas 

facing in this time of crisis for the EU?  

As an international mid-sized business operat-
ing in a highly dynamic sector, our watchword is 
to stay alert at all times and keep a weather eye 
on the markets. Recent events in the UK offer a 

good example. Although this 
was our strongest market in 
2016, this won’t be the case 
in 2017: Brexit has triggered 
currency fluctuations and a 
lack of clarity around renewa-
bles legislation. We’ll therefore 
be looking closely at how the 
British market for renewable 
energy will now develop. In 
the absence of direct action 
by the Government, however, 
a slump in renewable energy 
investments in the UK seems 
preordained. This at least is the 
warning that has been issued 

by London-based think tank Green Alliance, citing 
a Government-published list of private and public 
investment. But we’ll apply the British mantra 
here: Keep Calm and Carry On!

 Mr Tenbrink, your fellow Board member Olaf 

von Lehmden has praised EnviTec’s flexibility 

and ‘broad shoulders’. What part will Research 

and Development play in the orientation of the 

company over the next few years?  

A big part – no question about that! Our innova-
tive R&D work is in demand like never before – 
and always with the aim of taking EnviTec from 
strength to strength. Over the next six years, 
we will therefore be consciously adapting our 
strategy to market requirements and planning 
the development of procedures and technologies 
to generate valuable resources from biomass – 
which will then make a major contribution to our 
future earnings. Especially in terms of biomass 

thanks to the cabinet resolution recently passed 
to amend German energy and electricity tax leg-
islation: although the tax relief for CNG vehicles 
was due to expire at the end of 2018, the draft 
paper now envisages extending this to 2026. 

 So that means that EnviTec Biogas will be 

looking to develop the German CNG market?

That’s exactly what it means. We’re now expand-
ing our portfolio to include CNG plant, as a joint 
venture with the long-established CNG unit at 
Munich-based Bauer Kompressoren. Once com-
plete, we’ll be able to offer a complete package 

from biodegradable waste 
to the CNG pump from 

a single source. High-
quality system compo-
nents – high-pressure 
compressors, gas 
buffer tanks and CNG 

pumps – will be supplied by Bauer and installed 
in containers by EnviTec’s engineers. Depend-
ing on customer requirements, these will then 
be integrated into the overall biogas plant and 
gas upgrading system. This technology can then 
be used by CNG-powered trucks, cars and even 
watercraft. Our overall concept here is further 
rounded off by a range of options for utilising the 
so called waste gases, which consist of over  
99% CO2. Downstream processing can be used to  
liquefy the carbon dioxide, for example, for use 
in a number of applications – such as dry ice. 
These systems can also be ordered directly as 
part of the EnviTec package.  

»OUR INNOVATIVE R&D WORK IS IN DEMAND LIKE  

NEVER BEFORE – AND ALWAYS WITH THE AIM OF TAKING 

ENVITEC FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH.«

»YOU NEED BROAD SHOULDERS TO BEAR 

THE HARSH REALITIES OF MARKETS RIGHT 

NOW – AND WE HAVE THEM!«

»AS AN INTERNATIONAL MID-SIZED BUSI-

NESS OPERATING IN A HIGHLY DYNAMIC 

SECTOR, OUR WATCHWORD IS TO STAY 

ALERT AND KEEP A WEATHER EYE ON THE 

MARKETS.«


